Tell your Senators and Representatives— Everybody’s talking about
Single Payer Now! Health Care Reform.

Right now, hundreds of insurance industry lobbyists are H ere ’S Why
spending millions of dollars to sway the public officials that
our votes elect. 1. 47 million Ameri-

cans lack health
insurance—about
16% of us. The
number has been
increasing for the
last 6 years.

2. Evenifyouare
insured, are you
really covered?
Medical costs are
the #1 cause of - i
bankruptcies— AL J PN
even more than 2\ Iﬂmm‘d'xr o =
subprime housing L || N
loans! Every 30
seconds, someone

Our public officials are
listening to the lobbyists
instead of to us.

Tell your representatives
to support a single payer
health care solution.

Call them and tell
them to support the
Single Payer Bills—
SB 703 and HR 676

Senator Patty Murray: 425-259-6515 Don't let insurance in the US goes
Senator Maria Cantwell: 425-303-0114 company lobbyists 3 \t/)\{/jlen :;lé%tgr%rgrget?:;hncsr:i g?ﬁt; country in the world on
Rep. Jay Ins_lee: 296_361_0233 be the only voice healthcare. In 2004, the US spent $6,037 per person. The
Rep. Bob Riechert: 206-275-3438 .

d ith: on health care! next highest was Canada at $3,161.
Rep.-A am Smith: 253'59_3'6600 4. Despite spending more than any other country, we get
President Barack Obama: 202-456-1111 lousy results. In 2000, the World Health Organization

ranked the US at number 37, behind Costa Rica. Our infant
mortality rate is worse than Cuba’s.

Learn more about Single Payer and Health Care Reform 5. Theinsurance industry takes 31% of every health care
http://singlepayeraction.org dollar spent. They use that to deny care, to fund their bu-
http://pnhp.org reaucracy, and for their profit. Almost a third of our health

care spending provides no healthcare whatsoever.
6. Health care costs and insurance costs are increasing at
twice the rate of inflation, 6.9 % in 2008.

http://1payer.net

Get involved!

chal e_VentS ar_]d groups at: The Health Insurance industry isn’t a part of the solution—
http://unitedforsinglepayer.org the insurance companies are part of the problem!



What is Single Payer
Health Care?

Single Payer covers every-
one with one nation-wide
health insurance plan. Instead
of getting your health insur-

ance from a private for-profit 0 OFFeR PREVENTIVE MEDICINE

company, one pUbIlCIy funded 4 INDIVIDUAL CHOICE OF DOCTOR,

plan would cover everyone. MOBILITY, E1¢C., ETC.,
ETC., €1C.

We already have a nation-wide
health care plan: Medicare.

A Single Payer plan would
extend Medicare to cover
everyone—young, old, rich,
poor.

No more health insurance com-
panies. No more eligibility
forms to fill out. No more deni-

Other options: What is a Public Option Plan?

A public option plan is when the government funds a health
insurance plan—but the private insurance companies remain
in business.

The public option would be crippled
because it would have to take the sick
and costly patients, while the private
insurance companies would cherry
pick the healthy and cheap patients.

A public option would create a two-tier
health care system, one for the sick, the
other for the healthy. The best way to
run an insurance plan is to have

WHO DO YoU THINK Yl
1S INCHARGE HERE
ANVHOW ?

INSURANGE|{ DRUG, | |FORPRarIT] Everybody In, Nobody Out.
COMPANIES|{FIRMS ﬂﬁgﬁms Finally, the public option wouldn’t cut

all the overhead costs being spent on
private insurance, nor would it have the
strength of one nationwide plan on ne-
gotiating costs.

- What do they mean by Mandates?
A mandate, like the Massachusetts

als of coverage by cost-cutting

for-profit insurance executives. No more losing health
care when you’re out of work. You choose any doctor
you want, any time—and know that you are covered
because the doctor would get reimbursed by the Sin-
gle Payer Plan.

Immediately, a Single Payer Plan would save 30 % of our
health care spending by cutting out the waste of the pri-
vate health insurance industry.

Single Payer would also control costs because one na-
tion-wide plan would have the strength to negotiate rates
with hospitals and drug companies.

plan, requires everyone to purchase
health insurance—or be fined. A man-
date creates a monopoly for private insurance companies. In
Massachusetts, there are still uninsured, and health care costs
continue to rise. Mandates don’t solve the problems—Single
Payer does.

Single Payer is the only health care reform plan that:

e Covers EVERYONE.

e Removes the waste of for-profit insurance companies.

e Allows free choice of any health care provider.

e Reduces costs by negotiating with hospitals and drug com-
panies.

Health care is a public good, a human right to be shared by all—not a commodity to be sold at a profit.
—Dr. Norm Oliver, Director of University of Virginia Center of Health Disparities.



